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Upcoming Earth Observation Missions Upcoming Earth Observation Missions

This list is meant as an indication of main upcoming missions and is up to date as of January 2005. Launch dates change frequently. A more up-to-date list is available at www.athenaglobal.com.  
Missions about which little public information is available are not included. For example, China has officially announced plans for 100 Earth observation satellites over the coming decade, but few details 
are published. An asterisk (*) following ‘approved’ indicates that final approval for the mission is still pending.

Satellite Sponsor Status

20
05

ALOS Japan (JAXA) Approved

Calipso US/France (NASA/CNES) Approved

CARTOSAT-1 (IRS-P5) India (ISRO) Approved

Cryosat ESA Approved

Cloudsat NASA/CSA Approved

COSMO-Skymed-1 Italy Approved

Defense Meteorological Satellite-17 US (DoD) Approved

DMC+4 China/UK Approved

EgyptSat-1 Egypt/Ukraine Approved

KOMPSAT-2 Republic of Korea (KARI) Approved

LAPAN-TUBSAT Indonesia/Germany Approved

Mesbah Iran Approved

METOP-1 EUMETSAT/ESA (Europe) Approved

MSG-2 EUMETSAT Approved

OSTM (Jason-2) US/France (NASA/NOAA/CNES) Approved

RazakSat (ex MACSAT) Malaysia Approved

Resurs-1 N5 Russia (Roskosmos) Approved

Resurs DK-1 Russia (Roskosmos) Approved

ROCSAT-3 (6 satellites) Taiwan (NSPO) Approved

SAR-Lupe 1 Germany (Ministry of Defence) Approved

SAR-Lupe 2 Germany (Ministry of Defence) Approved

Sinah-1 Iran Approved

TopSat UK Approved

20
06

CARTOSAT-2 India (ISRO) Approved

CBERS-2B China/Brazil Approved

COSMO-Skymed-2 Italy Approved

Electro-L Russia (Roshydromet/Roskosmos) Approved

EROS-B Israel (ImageSat International N.V) Approved

Feng Yun-2D, 3A, 3B China (NRSCC) Approved

GOCE ESA, gravity and ocean Approved

HJ-1A, 1B, HY-1B China (CAST) Approved

INSAT-3D India (ISRO) Approved

Kalpana-2 India (ISRO) Approved

LAGEOS-3 US/Italy (NASA/ASI) Approved

MTSAT-2 Japan (JMA) Approved

NPP US (NOAA) Approved

PRISM US (Intelligent Space Systems Laboratory) Approved

RADARSAT-2 Canada  (MDA) Approved

SAR-Lupe 3 Germany (Ministry of Defence) Approved

SAR-Lupe 4 Germany (Ministry of Defence) Approved

TerraSAR-X Germany/UK  Approved

X-Sat Singapore (CREST) Approved

20
07

ADM-AEOLUS ESA Approved

COSMO-Skymed-3 Italy Approved*

COSMO-Skymed-4 Italy Approved*

Defense Meteorological Satellite-18 US (DoD) Approved

GOES-O    US (NOAA) Planned

HJ-1C China (CAST) Approved

Meteor-M2 Russia (Roshydromet/Roscosmos) Approved

OCEANSAT-2 India (ISRO) Approved

Ofeq-7 Israel Approved

Orbital Carbon Observatory US (NASA) Approved*

OrbView 5 US (Orbimage) Planned

Satellite Sponsor Status

20
07

RapidEye (5 satellites) Germany (RapidEye) Planned

RISAT India (ISRO) Approved

SAC-F Argentina (CONAE) Planned

SAOCOM-1A Argentina (CONAE) Planned

SAR-Lupe 5 Germany (Ministry of Defence) Approved

SMOS ESA Approved

SSR-1 Brazil (INPE) Planned

TECHSAR Israel Approved

THEOS Thailand Approved

Tuyuan – Surveyor China (Tuyuan Corporation) Planned

WALES ESA Planned

20
08

AQUARIUS/SAC-D US/Argentina (NASA/CONAE) Approved

CBERS-3 China/Brazil Approved

EROS-C Israel (ImageSat International) Planned

Feng Yun-2D China (National Satellite Meteorology Centre) Planned

GOES-P US (NOAA) Planned

GOSAT Japan (JAXA) Planned

Landsat Data Continuity Mission US (USGS) Proposed

Kalpana-3 India (ISRO) Planned

MSG-4 EUMETSAT Proposed

NOAA-N’  US (NOAA) Planned

Pleiades-1 France Approved

ResourceSat-2 India (ISRO) Approved

SAOCOM-1B Argentina (CONAE) Planned

20
09

BISSAT Italy (ASI) Planned

Defense Meteorological Satellite-19 US (DoD) Approved

Feng Yun-2E China (NRSCC) Planned

MSG-3 EUMETSAT Approved

Megha-Tropiques India/France (ISRO/CNES) Approved

NPOESS-1 US (NASA/NOAA/DoD) Approved

Pleiades-2 France Approved

SAC-E Argentina (CONAE) Planned

SWARM ESA Approved

20
10

Feng Yun-3D China (NRSCC) Planned

GPM US/Japan (NASA/JAXA) Planned

HERO Canada (Canadian Space Agency) Proposed

HYDROS US (NASA) Approved*

Metop-2 ESA/EUMETSAT Planned

SWIFT Canada (Canadian Space Agency) Proposed

20
11

CBERS-4 China/Brazil Approved*

EARTHCARE ESA Approved*

MSG-4 ESA/EUMETSAT Planned

NPOESS-2 US (NASA/NOAA/DoD) Approved

SAR Constellation-1 Canada (Canadian Space Agency) Proposed

20
12

-1
5 Feng Yun-3E, 3F China (NRSCC) Planned

GOES-R USA (NOAA) Planned

METOP-3 EUMETSAT/ESA Planned

NPOESS-3, 4 US (NASA/NOAA/DoD) Planned

SAR Constellation-2, 3 Canada (Canadian Space Agency) Proposed

SSR-2 Brazil (INPE) Planned


